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“(IT) award those funds, on a competitive
basis, to new or existing applicants con-
sistent with this section; and

‘“(iii) consolidate and minimize overlap
among the programs;

‘(D) with respect to an application for as-
sistance under this section, shall—

‘(i) promptly post on the website of the
Rural Utility Service—

‘() an announcement that identifies—

‘‘(aa) each applicant;

‘“(bb) the amount and type of support re-
quested by each applicant; and

“(IT) a list of the census block groups or
proposed service territory, in a manner spec-
ified by the Secretary, that the applicant
proposes to service;

‘(i) provide not less than 15 days for
broadband service providers to voluntarily
submit information about the broadband
services that the providers offer in the
groups or tracts listed under clause (i)(II) so
that the Secretary may assess whether the
applications submitted meet the eligibility
requirements under this section; and

‘‘(iii) if no broadband service provider sub-
mits information under clause (ii), consider
the number of providers in the group or tract
to be established by reference to—

“(I) the most current National Broadband
Map of the National Telecommunications
and Information Administration; or

“(IT) any other data regarding the avail-
ability of broadband service that the Sec-
retary may collect or obtain through reason-
able efforts; and

‘“(E) may establish additional reporting
and information requirements for any recipi-
ent of any assistance under this section so as
to ensure compliance with this section.”’;

(5) in subsection (e)—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and

(B) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting
the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
for purposes of this section, the minimum
acceptable level of broadband service for a
rural area shall be at least—

“(A) a 4-Mbps downstream transmission
capacity; and

‘“(B) a 1-Mbps upstream transmission ca-
pacity.

“(2) ADJUSTMENTS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—At least once every 2
years, the Secretary shall review, and may
adjust, the minimum acceptable level of
broadband service established under para-
graph (1) to ensure that high quality, cost-ef-
fective broadband service is provided to rural
areas over time.

‘“(B) CONSIDERATIONS.—In making an ad-
justment to the minimum acceptable level of
broadband service under subparagraph (A),
the Secretary may consider establishing dif-
ferent transmission rates for fixed broadband
service and mobile broadband service.’’;

(6) in subsection (f), by striking ‘‘make a
loan or loan guarantee’ and inserting ‘‘pro-
vide assistance’’;

(7) in subsection (g), by striking paragraph
(2) and inserting the following:

‘(2) TERMS.—In determining the term and
conditions of a loan or loan guarantee, the
Secretary may—

‘“(A) consider whether the recipient would
be serving an area that is unserved; and

‘“(B) if the Secretary makes a determina-
tion in the affirmative under subparagraph
(A), establish a limited initial deferral period
or comparable terms necessary to achieve
the financial feasibility and long-term sus-
tainability of the project.”’;

(8) in subsection (j)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘loan and loan guarantee’’;

(B) in paragraph (1)—
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(i) by inserting ‘‘grants and’ after ‘‘num-
ber of”’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘¢, including any loan
terms or conditions for which the Secretary
provided additional assistance to unserved
areas’’ before the semicolon at the end;

(C) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘loan’’;
and

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘loans
and’ and inserting ‘‘grants, loans, and’’;

(D) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘loan’’;

(E) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘and’ at
the end;

(F) in paragraph (6), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ¢; and”’; and

(G) by adding at the end the following:

‘(7 the overall progress towards fulfilling
the goal of improving the quality of rural
life by expanding rural broadband access, as
demonstrated by metrics, including—

‘“(A) the number of residences and busi-
nesses receiving new broadband services;

‘(B) network improvements, including fa-
cility upgrades and equipment purchases;

“(C) average broadband speeds and prices
on a local and statewide basis;

“(D) any changes in broadband adoption
rates; and

‘“(E) any specific activities that increased
high speed broadband access for educational
institutions, health care providers. and pub-
lic safety service providers.’’; and

(9) by redesignating subsections (k) and (1)
as subsections (1) and (m), respectively;

(10) by inserting after subsection (j) the
following:

“(k) BROADBAND BUILDOUT DATA.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—ASs a condition of receiv-
ing a grant, loan, or loan guarantee under
this section, a recipient of assistance shall
provide to the Secretary address-level
broadband buildout data that indicates the
location of new broadband service that is
being provided or upgraded within the serv-
ice territory supported by the grant, loan, or
loan guarantee—

‘“(A) for purposes of inclusion in the semi-
annual updates to the National Broadband
Map that is managed by the National Tele-
communications and Information Adminis-
tration (referred to in this subsection as the
‘Administration’); and

‘(B) not later than 30 days after the earlier
of—

‘(i) the date of completion of any project
milestone established by the Secretary; or

‘(i) the date of completion of the project.

‘(2) ADDRESS-LEVEL DATA.—Effective be-
ginning on the date the Administration re-
ceives data described in paragraph (1), the
Administration shall use only address-level
broadband buildout data for the National
Broadband Map.

¢“(3) CORRECTIONS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Administration any correction to
the National Broadband Map that is based on
the actual level of broadband coverage with-
in the rural area, including any requests for
a correction from an elected or economic de-
velopment official.

‘(B) INCORPORATION.—Not later than 30
days after the date on which the Administra-
tion receives a correction submitted under
subparagraph (A), the Administration shall
incorporate the correction into the National
Broadband Map.

‘(C) USE.—If the Secretary has submitted
a correction to the Administration under
subparagraph (A), but the National
Broadband Map has not been updated to re-
flect the correct by the date on which the
Secretary is making a grant or loan award
decision under this section, the Secretary
may use the correction submitted under that
subparagraph for purposes of make the grant
or loan award decision.”’;
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(11) subsection (1) (as redesignated by para-
graph (9)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking ‘$25,000,000” and inserting
¢°$50,000,000°’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘2012”’ and inserting ‘2017"’;
and

(B) in paragraph (2)(A)—

(i) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘and’ at the
end;

(ii) in clause (ii), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(iii) set aside at least 1 percent to be used
for—

“(I) conducting oversight under this sec-
tion; and

‘“(II) implementing accountability meas-
ures and related activities authorized under
this section.”; and

(12) in subsection (m) (as redesignated by
paragraph (9))—

(A) by striking ‘loan or”
‘“‘grant, loan, or’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘2012” and inserting ‘‘2017’.

SA 2458. Ms. STABENOW (for Ms.
SNOWE) proposed an amendment to the
resolution S. Res. 488, commending the
efforts of the firefighters and emer-
gency response personnel of Maine,
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and
Connecticut, who came together to ex-
tinguish the May 23, 2012, fire at Ports-
mouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery,
Maine; as follows:

In the fourth whereas clause of the pre-
amble, strike paragraph (18) and insert the
following:

‘(18) Newington Fire Department,
Hampshire;”.

and inserting

New

————

NOTICE OF HEARINGS
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wish to
announce that the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will meet in open session on
Tuesday, June 19, 2012, at 10 a.m. in
SD-430 Dirksen Senate Office Building
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Forty
Years and Counting: The Triumphs of
Title IX.”

For further information regarding
this meeting, please contact Libby
Masiuk of the committee staff on (202)
224-5501.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wish to
announce that the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will meet in open session on
Thursday, June 21, 2012, at 10 a.m. in
SD-430 Dirksen Senate Office Building
to conduct a hearing entitled
“Olmstead Enforcement Update: Using
the ADA to Promote Community Inte-

gration.”
For further information regarding
this meeting, please contact Lee

Perselay of the committee staff on (202)
228-3453.

COMMENDING THE FIREFIGHTERS
AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE
PERSONNEL—USS “MIAMI” FIRE
Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, not-

withstanding the adoption of S. Res.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-26T00:16:41-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




